
The Deep Runner 
A monthly newsletter publication of the Presbyterian Church of Deep Run 

Volume 300 Issue 7 – July 2025 

Happy 300th Anniversary, PCDR! 

Save the dates for these exciting upcoming celebrations! 
Sunday, November 2 – Scottish Communion Celebration during worship at 10 a.m., 
followed by a catered celebration luncheon. Come wearing your tartan and enjoy the 

bag pipes too! 

VOLUNTEERS Needed for Hospitality and Historical Tours 

We will host the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Philadelphia on Saturday, 
July 19. This will be an all-hands-on-deck event to offer hospitality to pastors 
and ruling elders from the over 110 churches in our presbytery. See more info 

later in this issue of The Deep Runner. 

 

300th Anniversary Spotlight 

THE NURSERY SCHOOL 

Many of the buildings and activities that take place at the campus of The 
Presbyterian Church of Deep have long and rich histories. The nursery school is no 
exception. The “Deep Run Daily Nursery School” was established in 1959 with one 



teacher and six children. They met in the Red School House using donated 
equipment. The school operated for two and a half hours weekdays from September 

to June. A book about the Presbyterian Church of Deep Run, written by Dorothy 
Cameron, states that Pearl S. Buck, who served in 1959 on the Governor’s 

Committee on Education, was instrumental in procuring accreditation for the 
nursery school. There is speculation that some of her children may have attended 

this school. Since, at that time, Pearl Buck had a home nearby, this is certainly 
possible. The school has continued to grow over the last 65 years. When it outgrew 

the Red School House, the nursery school was moved to two classrooms in the 
Payne Building. As of 2024, the “Deep Run Presbyterian Nursery School” occupied 
much of the Payne Building with four classrooms, an office, and storage space. The 
school operates 9:00 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. Monday through Friday, September through 

May. It also offers summer camp programs in each of the three summer months. The 
maximum enrollment in 2024 was 122 children, ages one to four, in various 

programs. Sessions are conducted by four teachers, three teacher assistants, one 
music teacher, and one yoga instructor. Visit the church during nursery school hours 

and you will be treated to joyful children, parents, and staff, participating in many 
activities from classroom to music and even yoga. Outside, you can find all enjoying 
the playground. The nursery school is one of the many ways the congregation of the 

Presbyterian Church of Deep Run lives its important mission of outreach to the local 
community. 

 

Our 300th Anniversary Celebration on June 8 filled our 
campus with joy and gratitude! 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Several PCDR members enjoyed a recent visit to the William Tennent House in 
Warminster. This is where our first pastor lived 300 years ago! We had a tour with 

“Catherine Tennent” as our host as well. 

 



PCDR Volunteers Needed for Presbytery of Philadelphia 
Stated Meeting Saturday, July 19, 2025 

Feel free to sign up for more than one shift and/or role throughout the day 

Prior to July 16, 2025    
• Create PCDR Timeline “Mural” to be hung on wall from Pastor’s Office to 

Stairs (1–3 people)  
• Muffin/Breakfast Breads & Luncheon Cookies/Dessert Bakers (8–10 people) 

 
Thursday, July 17 and Friday, July 18 Time TBA  

• Set up the Narthex and Sanctuary (2 people) 
• Set up the Breakout rooms – Music Room/Library/Youth Room, divided (4–6 

people) 
• Set up the IMH and RSH (2 people) 

 
Friday, July 18, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Set up after Blood Drive – Hoopes Hall – Morning Registration and Lunch 
(4–6 people) 

• Set up Door #1 hallway – Late Registration/Literature (2 people) 
• Indoor and Outdoor signage  (2–4 people) 

 
Saturday, July 19, 2025  

• 7:45 a.m.–10 a.m.  Parking Lot Attendants (4 people) 
Kitchen Help and Morning Registration/Sanctuary Water (2–4 people) 

• 8:30 a.m.–10 a.m.  Greeters at Entrances (6 people) 
Interior Greeters/Guides (3 people) 

• 9 a.m.–10 a.m.  Morning Registration (Hoopes Hall) (7 people) 
Childcare if needed; must have clearances (4 people) 

• 9:45 a.m.–11:30 a.m.  Kitchen Prep/Hoopes Hall Setup (4–6 people) 
• 9:45 a.m.–1:30 p.m.  Late Registration (2–4 people) 

(Help move registration tables to #1 entrance hallway) 
• 10 a.m.–1:45 p.m.  Parking Lot Attendants (4 people) 



• 10 a.m.–12 p.m. and 1:20 p.m.–2:45 p.m.  PCDR Commissioned Elders at 
meeting (2 people) 

• 11:30 a.m.–1:20 p.m.  Luncheon Servers (family style) (10 people) 
Kitchen Help – Food/Dishwashing (4 people) 
Hallway Guides (3 people) 

• 12:00 p.m.  Offering Counters/Request for Check (3 people) 
• 1:00 p.m.–1:30 p.m.  Preset water and snacks in Breakout Rooms (2 people) 
• 1:00 p.m.–3 p.m.  Clean up Lunch/Registration (4–6 people) 
• 1:45 p.m.–2:45 p.m.  Guides to/from Breakout Rooms (2–3 people) 
• 2:45 p.m.–3:30 p.m.  Guides to/from IMH and RSH (2–3 people) 

Parking Lot Attendants  (2–4 people) 
Clean up Sanctuary and Breakout Rooms (4–6 people) 

• 3:15 p.m.–4 p.m.  Docents for IMH, RSH, Cemetery (3 people) 
 

You can also sign up using the Sign Up Genius link or scan the QR code 

bit.ly/PresbyteryJuly 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/PresbyteryJuly


July Birthdays in the PCDR Family 
 

Olivia Power July 3 

Todd Hurley July 4 

Patrick Mill July 6 

Brian Christopher July 8 

Mike Musser July 8 

Elizabeth Sellers-Bruch July 10 

Barbara Poole July 12 

Laura Mill July 13 

Dave Wert July 17 

Janet Pagenkemper July 20  

Amanda Davis July 24 

Jake Mill July 24 

Joseph Trudeau July 24 

Meg Sellers-Bruch July 25 

Debby Jacoby July 27 

Brody Bailor July 28 

Kim Bailor July 28 

Drew Magovern July 29 

Betsy Shaffer July 30 

 

Updates from our Finance Team 
Year-to-date through April 30, 2025, the church's actual performance to budgeted 

performance remains slightly ahead of budget. The YTD actual net income is a loss of 
$538 vs. a budgeted loss of $15,649. Thus, the church is ahead of budget by $15,111. 

Todd Hurley, Paul Bean, and Pastor Cynthia are meeting in late June to discuss 
capital improvement needs for the church campus. Bob Williams agreed to perform 

the annual audit for the church, with the caveat that he gets assistance from 
someone. Bob is also working on a Financial Dashboard for simplified financial 

reporting. All committee chairs should start contemplating their budgets for 2026. 
General timeline: 9/30/25 - Budget requests submitted to Susan Radcliffe; 10/15/25 - 

Finance has a budget first draft; 10/23/25 - Share first draft with Session; 11/1/25 - 
Letter to congregation requesting pledges. 

 

Community Garden Sign Up 
Choose a week this summer to care for the church/community garden at your 
convenience. Harvest crops, pull weeds, and help it thrive! You're welcome to 
keep what you pick or donate it to the church for community dinners or donate 
to Pennridge FISH. Sign up online at https://bit.ly/PCDRgarden or contact Erin 

Reichert. 

https://bit.ly/PCDRgarden


 

 



Thank you to our music ministry! 
We celebrated our chancel choir, bell choir, cherub choir, and our music staff 

on the first Sunday in June. 

 
 

Summer Youth Group Mission Camp 
We are so excited to have twenty-two youth and adults from five area 

churches participating in our summer youth mission trip to Camp 
Johnsonburg on July 13–16. Pray that we may all come back changed for the 

better! 
 

SALT – Seasoned Adults Lunching Together 
During our June lunch meeting, Joann Johanson explained how she started making small 

replicas of older homes. Eventually, she made replicas of many of the beautiful old 
buildings in Lederach, Souderton and Harleysville. She also made replicas of our Irish 

Meeting House and the Red School House. Both will be displayed in our Hoopes Hall. To 
finish the presentation, she passed around paper cutouts of the Irish Meeting House. We 

taped it, drew windows and the door, and proudly took our little meeting house home. We 
hope you'll join us when we get back together on September 11. 

 

 



COMMUNITY DINNERS 

We continue to share a free hot meal with our neighbors every third Monday 
at 5:30 p.m. The next meal is July 21. Thank you to the Presbytery of 

Philadelphia for awarding us a $3,000 grant to help fund our meal program. 

 
On June 16, we served 130 hot meals at our community dinner and packed up ten 

more frozen meals for Caring for Friends. 

 
 

If you can spare just an hour or two each month, we would love for you to join 
us! Please contact Chris Frame or Patti Skow for more details or simply show 
up. The times we need help the most are from 1:00 to 3:00 or from 4:00 to 

6:00. For those who aren't able to donate their time, we are also grateful for 
donations of individually wrapped desserts. Financial donations are always a 

wonderful way to support our mission too! Thank you for prayerfully 
considering this ministry! 



Save the date for a special worship event! 
We will be leading worship at Perkasie Park Camp Meeting located on Ninth Street 

in Perkasie on Sunday, July 6, at 10:30 a.m. 
 

***This is instead of our usual worship service at PCDR*** 
 

Our entire congregation is invited to this outdoor worship service in a covered 
pavilion, which will include the celebration of Communion with our summer 

neighbors. Bring a comfy outdoor chair or sit on the wooden pews. We will have 
lemonade and light refreshments afterward to mix and mingle with the camp 
meeting cottage residents too. We encourage carpooling. The entrance to the 

Perkasie Park Camp Meeting is across the road from the Penn Community Bank. 
You can park at the bank and cross the road as well. The Camp Meeting entrance 

road becomes a one-way loop around the property. You can park in the gravel 
spots along the roadside. The worship service is held in a covered outdoor pavilion 

with ceiling fans. Lightweight casual clothing is encouraged. Pastor Cynthia is 
preaching, our elders will serve Communion, and our musicians will lead the 

worship service too. The offering during the service will be collected by the camp 
meeting residents. If you include an offering envelope from PCDR, your offering 

will be credited to our church stewardship toward your pledge; all loose donations 
will be donated to the camp meeting. We can also walk the 23-acre campus after 
worship on paved trails if you would like to extend your visit. There are 65 unique 
cottages to view as well, with beautiful unique architectural details. The images 

below will give you a glimpse of the outdoor auditorium. 

 
  

 
 



SPECIAL EVENT – Tuesday, July 22 
Reserve your spot now to join us at The American Treasure Tour in Oaks, PA – a 

day trip perfect for all ages! 
An intergenerational fellowship trip for PCDR and friends 

$15 to reserve your spot – due by July 7 
We are required to have a minimum of 20 to hold our private tour! 

The American Treasure Tour Museum is a light-hearted adventure through a 
100,000-square-foot showcase of POP CULTURE. Enjoy the sights and sounds 
that filled the nation before the digital age began and see how they connect 

with today's modern world. Be prepared to experience a barrage of the 
wacky, weird, and the wonderful! When visiting, guests will be given a private 
group tour including a 45-minute guided tram ride of the largest part of the 
museum. Guests are also welcome to explore additional museum areas, like 

the room filled with mechanical self-playing musical instruments and the 
classic car exhibit, on their own. The journey is entirely indoors. The tram 

ride goes slowly and you are welcome to take photographs. The tram ride will 
take you through decades of American Pop Culture to view items, including 

automobiles and band organs, as well as circus and holiday items and so much 
more Americana! Tour event, including tram guided tour and walking tour, 

should be about 2 hours. 
 

Meet at church at 11 a.m. to carpool for lunch at a quick-service 
restaurant in Oaks, arrive at museum by 1:15 p.m. for the walking tour 

then the tram tour 2–3 p.m. Arrive back at church by 5 p.m. 
 

      
 



 

SUMMER BIBLE CAMP FUN 

    

 

       



        

       

 

 



Thank you to all who celebrated with our nursery school students, staff, 
and families at the Nursery School’s annual end-of-the-school-year 

picnic! 

       

       

 

In June, we had our first week of nursery school camp, and the theme was 
Princess/Super Hero Camp. They had loads of fun making princess and 
superhero crafts as well as practicing to be superheroes. We also had a 

special visit from Cinderella. This was a big hit. 
  

In July, we will have our second camp, and the theme will be Safari Camp. We 
are excited to welcome our students back for this camp. 

  
We are also gearing up for our upcoming school year. Buying supplies, 
finalizing classes, getting folders and paperwork together, etc. Such an 
exciting time getting ready to welcome new families and having existing 

families back at our school.  



Update from Pastor Cynthia 
June 4 marked six months since my arrival as your pastor here at PCDR. For some of you, 
that may have seemed like time flew by quickly, and for others maybe you already feel like 

I have been here forever! Entering a ministry, especially at a church celebrating three 
hundred years, means coming into a church family who is already moving. It’s sort of like 

joining a marathon at mile marker 10 out of 15 instead of at the starting line. I am now 
running alongside all of you as we head toward the finish line of God’s full glory. I may 

have more energy meeting you mid-race, but I am also trying to keep up with all of you! 
 

The good news is you have welcomed me to the race. There are no huge catastrophes to 
deal with, no skeletons in the closet that have jumped out at me, and no big hiccups. 

There are always growing edges, desires for change, and of course, as good 
Presbyterians, we acknowledge the call to be reformed and always reforming. 

 

I want to let you know that PCDR, like most churches, doesn’t fully understand how good 
you have it. It is a good thing to celebrate our ministry. It is good to show off, to celebrate, 

to highlight what we are doing here because we are doing good things in service to the 
Lord, to one another, and for our community. We are the hands and feet of Christ. We 

don’t need to hide that or downplay it. Quite the opposite, we should be shouting it from 
the rooftops! God is here and His Spirit is moving among us! 

 

Thank you for your patience with me as I catch up and enter this race with you. I continue 
to learn names and faces, the amazing history of our church, and build trust with you as I 

preach, teach, pray, and serve alongside you. As Paul teaches us in his letter to the 
Hebrews, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 

also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, and has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

 

 



DEACON NEWS 
THE RED CROSS IS COMING! BLOOD DRIVE FRIDAY, JULY 18, 12 - 5 p.m. 

 

The American Red Cross is currently experiencing an EMERGENCY NEED for 
type O blood donations. Summer often means a decline in donations due to 

vacations and busy schedules, yet the need for blood remains constant. Type O 
blood is what hospitals use most and is always in high demand. 

 

All type O donors who give blood on July 18, 2025, will receive a BONUS $20 e-
gift card to a merchant of their choice. Or make a Power Red donation, if 

eligible type O, B- or A-, and get a BONUS $25 e-gift card instead. Contact the 
Red Cross at any of the following to learn more. 

 

PLEASE schedule an appointment NOW to donate blood at Deep Run:  
- Download the American Red Cross Blood Donor App 

at http://www.redcrossblood.org/bloodapp OR 
- Visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter deeprun OR 

- Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-27670. 
 

Give blood with us on the 18th and receive a Fandango Movie Reward by 
email! rcblood.org/July 

 

Wreaths Across America 
 

It is time! It is time to think about our second annual Wreaths Across America 
event. Wreaths Across America 2024 honored three million veterans nationwide 
with remembrance wreaths at 4,909 participating locations. Deep Run placed 68 

wreaths in our cemetery. This year, Wreaths Across America will be held 
on Saturday, December 13, 2025. A special service will be held at 11 a.m. in 

Hoopes Hall, followed immediately by the placing of wreaths in the cemetery. But 
first, we need to have wreaths sponsored by members and friends. The website 

below will take you directly to the Deep Run page. You can place your wreath 
requests for any number of wreaths and make your donation payment directly 

online. Please contact Deb Walters for assistance at debwalters1256@gmail.com 
or call 215-257-8423. 

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/180114/Overview/?relatedId=0 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/bloodapp
http://rcblood.org/July
mailto:debwalters1256@gmail.com
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/180114/Overview/?relatedId=0


Worship with us every Sunday at 10 a.m. in our sanctuary or 
livestream from anywhere. 

 
 

Can you hear me now? 
For anyone who has hearing difficulties, we have sound amplification devices 

available on-site. These devices help amplify the speaker’s voice, ensuring 
that everyone can hear the service clearly and participate fully. Please ask an 

usher for assistance if you need one. Large print bulletins and hymnals are 
available as well – the ushers can assist you in obtaining whatever you need to 

participate fully in worship with us. 
 
 
 

Please make any future submissions to the Deep Runner by the twentieth of 
each month for the following month’s issue. All submissions should be sent to 

pastorcynthia@pcdeeprun.org. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Presbyterian Church of Deep Run 
16 Irish Meetinghouse Road 

Perkasie, PA 18944 
215-249-3689               office@pcdeeprun.org 

www.pcdeeprun.org      Follow us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube channel 

mailto:pastorcynthia@pcdeeprun.org
mailto:office@pcdeeprun.org
http://www.pcdeeprun.org/

