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Happy 300" Anniversary, PCDR!

Sunday, November 2 - Scottish Communion Celebration during
worship at 10 a.m., followed by a catered celebration luncheon.
Come wearing your tartan. Enjoy the bag pipes and drums too! We
will be joined by a very special guest — Mrs. Catherine Tennent —
who will share with us about life 300 years ago in ministry with our
first pastor and her husband, Rev. William Tennent.

Please RSVP to reserve your seat on or before October 15 by contacting Deb Walters
at debwalters1256@gmail.com or call 215-257-8423. This luncheon is provided free
of charge, but we do need a head count for the caterer.

We will need your help with dessert — see the shortbread recipe on the next page!



We are planning ahead for our luncheon on November 2. It will be catered. Our PCDR
members and friends will provide dessert. We are asking volunteers to sign up to
make and bring shortbread.

Scotch Shortbread

Cream 1 cup butter and %2 cup granulated sugar until light and fluffy. Stirin 2 %2 cups
sifted all-purpose flour. Chill several hours. Divide in half. On a floured surface, press
each half into a 7-inch round circle. With fork, prick each mound deeply to make 16
pie-shaped wedges OR roll 4 to 2 inch thick and cutin 2 x Y2 inch stripsorusea 13
inch cutter.

Bake on ungreased cookie sheet at 300 degrees for about 30 minutes. Cool slightly;
remove from pan. Yields 32 wedges or 42 cookies.

September Birthdays in the PCDR Family

Sept. 4 Chuck Griffith Sept. 21 Caroline Magovern
Sept. 8 Phil Edwards Sept. 24 Richard Hager
Sept. 11 Bill Goble Sept. 24 Phyllis Warnick
Sept. 12 Bill Barlieb Sept. 27 Jay Smith

Sept. 13 Vernon Spear Sept. 28 Russell Bogoly
Sept. 15 Henry Phelan Sept. 30 Sharon Butler
Sept. 17 Tom O’Connor Sept. 30 Bernie Lutterer

Sept. 20 Samantha Brannon



Synod of the Trinity News Article
Published on July 28, 2025

For more than a century, the Presbyterian church located in Bedminster, PA, was simply
a satellite campus for the congregation in nearby Doylestown. It would have been easy
for the larger “city” church to sell off that property and the buildings that are located
there. But it didn’t, and eventually a group of worshipers broke off from the Doylestown
congregation and returned to Deep Run, restarting a new worshiping community of their
own.

It marked a full-circle moment for what is now called the Presbyterian Church of Deep
Run, a congregation that had started in 1725 in Bedminster. This year marks 300 years
since that original church was formed, and the congregation is taking every opportunity
to celebrate its somewhat disjointed history through gatherings and special worship
services.

“It’s been a back-and-forth that some people look at as a beautiful story of support,”
said the Rev. Cynthia Betz-Bogoly.

The Presbyterian Church of Deep Run restarted regular services on its property in 1956,
snapping a period dating back to the 1840s when many worshipers had moved west or
to the bigger city of Doylestown. The Doylestown church was yoked with the Deep Run
congregation, sharing several resources at the time.

“There was occasional use of this property; we were sharing a pastor,” Cynthia said.
“The history that some people look at with pride is that we came first. We and William
Tennent planted Doylestown. But then the community changed, Doylestown grew, and
Doylestown became the larger and still is the larger congregation. So, we had to come

back and reactivate its founding congregation.

“People were moving from the country church to the city—the city being Doylestown,
which was our county seat,” added Deb Walters, Deep Run’s clerk of session. “In the
1800s, the church that was built there grew larger and larger and our membership out

here grew smaller and smaller. Our building was shuttered because we could no longer
fill the pews. For a long time, we were called the Deep Run Doylestown Presbyterian

Church. The Doylestown building was also called that.”

William Tennent, who helped bring Presbyterianism to the colonies in the early
18" century, was Deep Run’s founding pastor. Tennent is best known for starting
nearby Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church in the 1720s, and while he was
pastoring there, he also led other congregations in the area, including Deep Run. In fact,
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in 1732, the Deep Run church was reported to the Presbytery of Philadelphia as
“Reverend Tennent’s Upper Congregation.” He pastored Deep Run for 13 years until
1738.

The 10-acre parcel of land where Deep Run Church is located today is where the
original church building was 300 years ago. The oldest building currently on the
property is the Irish Meeting House, which was erected in the 1840s. Other buildings on
the current property include the Payne Building where Sunday services are held and
offices are located, the Red School House and the manse. The Payne Building was
constructed in three phases starting in the 1960s, and unbeknownst to the builders, the
additions created a cross-shaped structure.

The cross-shaped Payne Building houses the Presbyterian Church of Deep Run’s sanctuary, offices
and meeting spaces.

“We discovered that one day when we did a church photo out in the parking lot and
somebody on a high-reach crane went up with a camera,” Deb said. “We did not plan it
that way. The architect never said, ‘Hey, you have a cross now.’”

While Deb is a cradle “Deep Run” Presbyterian, having attended the church her entire
life, Cynthia has only been pastor there since December of 2024. Being a new person to
the congregation makes this celebration special.

“If you had asked me what should this church do to celebrate, I would have said invite
outside groups, make press releases, be very public — get the police chief, school
principal and mayor here,” Cynthia said. “Now that I’m here and have gotten to know
the congregation better, their approach instead has been let’s bring back our own people
to reminisce, to reconnect, to affirm our identity — how we planted seeds and growth for
ministry. [ am grateful for that approach. It’s better than the approach I would have
come up with.”

For Deb, celebrating 300 years as a congregation is especially meaningful for her given
her long history with the church.

“It means everything,” she said. “It is my life. I have been here my entire life. The
church has meant so much to me through all the years—all the pieces from summer
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Vacation Bible School to Sunday School classes to confirmation class. I got married
here. My husband and children all worshiped here. My parents were here.

“For me it is a personal celebration that allows me to share that long-term relationship
with the church and the church family that I hope others can develop that same kind of
relationship. Yes, I believe, I am a Christian, I go to church, but it’s in my heart. It’s not
just something [ do.”

Like most congregations, Deep Run has shrunk in size during the years. At its peak, 440
members were on the church’s rolls, but that number has decreased to around 140 today
with an average Sunday morning worship service around 65-70.

“You’d think that we’d be sad, bemoaning that and wouldn’t be able to do what we used
to do,” Deb continued. “What makes me proud of this congregation is that we still
continue to do the ministry of the church, we still continue to do mission work, we still
continue to educate our children. We can still do all those things even with less of us.
We might be spread a little thin, but we do it because we love doing it. That’s our
church.”

Among those outreaches is a community meal that has been feeding its neighbors to the
tune of 150 free meals a month for the last decade.

“That’s impressive to have 140 members produce 150 meals once a month at no cost to
the community,” Cynthia said.

One of the ways Deep Run Church reaches out to the community is by using local high school students
to do the tech work for Sunday services and other events held on the property.

Twice a month the congregation also collects food for the local food pantry, bringing in
10,000 pounds of boxed and canned items a year.

“I think if you polled our pews and asked people what’s special about this church, that
wouldn’t be in their top five,” Cynthia continued. “To them that feels like that’s the
starting place. That’s not the extraordinary. They’d say, ‘We’re a church, of course we
feed people.’”

The list of ways Deep Run touches the community is expansive, ranging from interns
from the local high school overseeing the church’s tech and livestream to the
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Doylestown Art League meeting in the Red School House four days a week to
providing space for seeing eye dogs to be trained.

“In my role of serving other pastors and being on COM at other churches in the greater
expanse of the denomination,” Cynthia said, “many things that are just normal,
everyday occurrences here would be a stretch for a different church.

“I am the only full-time employee of this ministry. All of that is done with part-time
staff and amazing volunteers.”

Two main celebrations were scheduled this year to celebrate the tricentennial. In June, a
Historic Worship Service was held commemorating the 1956 reopening. This included
tours of the Historic Irish Meetinghouse, Red School House and cemetery, a potluck
lunch and Strawberry Festival. An art exhibit with local artists painting something from
the church’s property rounded out the day’s events.

“We started off in worship that morning mirroring the worship service from the June
1956 reopening of the Irish Meeting House,” Deb said.

“We had the bulletin,” Cynthia added, “and I verbatim used that as the liturgy.”

On Nov. 2, Deep Run will hold a Traditional Scottish Communion Worship Service,
which will include a bagpiper, catered luncheon and tours of the church’s historic
buildings and cemetery. Members of the church will also be asked to bake cookies using
the church’s shortbread recipe.
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The Presbytery of Philadelphia held its stated meeting at Deep Run Church in July as part of the
congregation’s celebration of its 300th birthday.

There was also a music celebration in March that included the congregation’s choir,
instrumentalists, handbells and children’s choir. Two hymns, one written by a former
pastor and another by Grammy Award winner Donald Nally who was a past member of
the choir, were also performed. Previous pastors, music directors and other church
leaders were invited, and an estimated 200 people attended.

“It was music of Deep Run by Deep Run,” Deb said.

The 300" anniversary committee purposely piggybacked on many existing events at
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Deep Run for the celebration. Things like the Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt this year
included a free lunch, ice cream truck, guided tours of Deep Run’s buildings and a
touch-a-truck event with the local fire department. This drew many children from Deep
Run’s nursery school.

“We figured if we already are getting people onto our property because they know about
the egg hunt, let’s expand what they’re doing while they’re here,” Deb said.

“The ice cream truck was owned by someone who grew up in our Cub Scout pack at the
church,” Cynthia added. “The firefighter who came was a member in our pews.”

Deep Run also gave a presentation at the local monthly Historical Society meeting in
March. This featured sharing all seven of the church’s three-minute videos they created
that give an overview of the church’s history, buildings and cemetery. They are narrated

by Chris Fickes, a member at Deep Run who is currently doing sound work for Major

League Baseball.

The July meeting of the Presbytery of Philadelphia was held at Deep Run, and the
Synod of the Trinity’s executive, the Rev. Forrest Claassen, brought greetings through a
video at the church’s June gathering. Having the larger church help celebrate Deep
Run’s 300" anniversary has been important.

“We are the farthest north church in the presbytery,” Deb said. “To have presbytery
come to us is a big deal. To have the Synod recognize and know where we are and that
we exist, we appreciate the broader view from everybody and for everybody.”

The Deep Run Striders walked 300 hours this year in celebration of the church’s anniversary.

Before holding these celebrations, the church did a deep dive into its past, most notably
looking into the history of its cemetery. The graveyard includes church members who
fought in all the major wars including the Revolutionary and French and Indian Wars.

The videos were another major undertaking. QR codes posted around the property allow

visitors to watch the video that details the area at which they are standing.

“We’ve created a way for the larger community to learn our history in that fashion,”
Deb explained.
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As of this writing, only $200 has been spent by the church for the celebrations, and that
money was spent on promotional items like lawn banners and red aprons.

“Everything else has been contributed by vendors, members and friends of the church,”
Cynthia said.

Internally, individual committees at the church were challenged to do something to
celebrate the anniversary. For instance, one group walked for 300 hours, and the
children in the congregation gave 300 fist-bumps by greeting members.

“That engagement of the youngest to the oldest and continuing the generations of the
congregation to be involved and have the children feel such a part of it, too,” Deb said.
“This isn’t just grownups having a party.”

All the celebrations and opportunities to pause and reflect on three centuries of worship
and outreach at Deep Run Presbyterian Church have not been lost on the congregation.

“It’s amazing to see that instead of the committee that planned this and the church
feeling burdened, tired and slowing down, exactly the opposite has happened,” Cynthia
said. “More people have volunteered, and more things have been added to the calendar.

The enthusiasm, excitement, gratitude and energy has exponentially exploded rather
than petering out as we went through the year.”

“I give a whole heck of a lot of the enthusiasm to Pastor Cynthia,” Deb said. “She
brought an ability to connect the community with online Facebook technology that us
old committee members would not have thought of first. That has allowed us to be
excited about the things that are happening because we have reached a broader
audience.”

Adult Christian Education

Join Pastor Cynthia on Zoom the second Tuesday of every month from 7:15-
8:15 p.m. for a Bible Study. We will begin by exploring themes in scripture
like prophecy, The Law, poetry, letters, and music. The first class is
September 9.

A 15-minute recording of the same lesson topic will be offered by Pastor
Cynthia each month available to view at your convenience.

WOW - Women on Wednesdays
We are studying the Book of Acts.
Bible Study will resume on September 10 at 10 a.m. on Zoom.

You can join us on Zoom by entering meeting ID 343 951 2314 and passcode PCDR.



The Faith
of a

eader

The faith of a leader is a foundational element that guides their decisions, inspires

others, and shapes their leadership style, often rooted in a commitment to serve and
uplift those they lead. Join us in The Hour Before as we discuss the faith of our US
presidents and of those leaders found in the Bible. Beginning September 14 at 9 a.m. in
the Communication Room.

New Members Class Sunday, September 28
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Library

Join us to find out what it means to be a member of PCDR.
Everyone is welcome to attend whether today is your first day with us or if
you have been in our pews for decades.

COMMUNITY DINNERS

We continue to serve a free homemade meal to over 140 friends and
neighbors every third Monday at 5:30 p.m. We welcome donations of desserts
and volunteers in the kitchen as well as in the distribution line. Next
Community Dinner is Monday, September15.



NEW SUPPORT GROUP ON OUR CAMPUS

Al-Anon, a support group for those who have a loved one struggling with
addiction, will meet every Friday at noon in the Red School House. This new
program is open to our church and community.

Blessing of the Backpacks

On Kick-Off Sunday, September 7, please bring your backpack to worship as
we bless all of our students and teachers as we enter a new school year.

Pack your lunch and join us in Hoopes Hall on Thursday, September 11, at
noon. We're going to play “Name That Baby.” Bring one of your baby pictures.
The person who names the most babies will win a prize! Lunch with friends
and cute babies! Sounds like fun!!! On Thursday, October 9, we will host a
magician! The students from our Deep Run Presbyterian Church Nursery
School will join us for this special event too. Lunch at noon and magic show at
12:30 p.m. in Hoopes Hall.

Nursery School Updates

We hope everyone is doing well and had a wonderful summer. We have been
busy in August getting ready to WELCOME our students back to school. We
are excited to see some of our old families as well as get to know some new
families. We have Back to School night on August 27™ where we meet with
all our parents and then our students start back the following week. Our
students will have a visitation day where they come to school with their
parents for 45 minutes and then the next day will be their first full day at
school. Our Toddler Time programs will start on September 9™. These
programs are for our 1- and 2-year-olds where they come to school with a
caregiver and have fun playing, doing crafts, reading stories, and
participating in some large motor activities. This program is a great start
for our preschoolers. Our 3-year-old, 4-year-old, and our 4+ programs will




start off the school year getting to know each other, learning about
themselves and their feelings and then finish up the month with a unit on
fire safety. We are so excited o have our new signs up on the 113 side and
the Irish Meetinghouse Road side of the campus. Thank you to all that
helped us with the process of getting these signs. We hope everyone has a
wonderful September.
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DEACON NEWS

On Sunday, August 3, we ordained and installed Lynne Hager as our newest

Deacon. Praise the Lord!




As we welcome Lynne Hager to the Board of Deacons, and to acknowledge
recent moves by some of our members, we are reprinting our Member Care
Group listing that hangs on the board with our wonderful pin map. Lynne will
be taking care of MCG #2. The Member Care Groups are central to the heart of
what Deacons do and who we are. Deacons are charged with taking care of the
congregation: feeding the hungry, standing up for the persecuted, sheltering
the homeless, encouraging the down-trodden, and lifting up those in need . We
do this through prayer, sending birthday cards, holiday greetings, and keeping
in touch with our assigned group members. We collect for Pennridge FISH,
and we provide frozen meals through Caring for Friends. We share in your
joys and concerns. Please take time to stop by the pin map near the church
office, and check out who you Deacon is and which neighbors are in your care
group. You should be hearing from your Deacon soon (especially if it's your

birthday month!) Don't hesitate to reach out to them as well.

BE A HERO! Save the Date for Our Next Red Cross Blood
Drive - Friday, October 3 from12-5 p.m. in Hoopes Hall.

It's only 6 weeks away!

Our July Blood Drive was a great success! You allowed us to meet our goal of
22 units July 18, which included 4 Power Red Donations. Power Red donors
give a concentrated dose of type O, B negative or A negative red blood cells
during a single donation. Make your appointment now to give blood at PCDR
October 3. Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit

RedCrossBlood.org and enter: deeprun to schedule an appointment.

Buckets of Blessings
The Presbytery of Philadelphia is working with Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance to sponsor a drive to provide cleaning supplies for those who are
trying to recover from natural disasters. The recent floods in Texas have
caused a great need, and PCDR would like to help. We are raising money to
send Buckets of Blessings, which will contain brushes, sponges, liquid
cleaners, gloves, masks, clothesline, towels, and trash bags. Previously,
PCDR has filled buckets with supplies and paid to have them shipped to the



areas where they are needed. We are currently asking for monetary donations
that we will send to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and they will buy
supplies locally, which will be more efficient. Each bucket will cost $115, and
donations of any amount are welcome. If you would like to put your donation
in the offering plate, please put it in an envelope marked "buckets of
blessings", and if it is in the form of a check, it can be made out to PCDR as
long as "buckets" is entered on the memo line. You can also donate online
at presbyphl.org, but please let Pastor Cynthia know if you contribute online

so that she can keep track of the amount of buckets we can buy. We will
collect donations until September 14.
Thank you so much for prayerfully responding to our friends in need!

PCDR by the numbers

We are often asked how large our congregation is currently.

There are variations up and down by a handful in our headcount each year.
Right now, our membership is hovering around 145.

Our average Sunday morning in person worship attendance from January
through June 2025 stands at 70. We also have about a dozen livestream
viewers with us each Sunday morning, worshiping from off-campus.

Thank you to Carol and Jennifer for sharing about the
ministry of Pennridge FISH with our community at
Perkasie National Night Out
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For Your Information
The Session has created a Capital Campaign Exploration Team. This group
is meeting regularly to explore the capital needs of our campus. Building and
property needs are usually the reason a church has a capital campaign. In the
coming weeks, we will be making announcements in writing, social media, on
Sunday mornings before worship, etc., all to keep the congregation informed
and up to date about our plans. Most likely, in early 2026 the Session will be
encouraging this congregation to raise funds to support many new projects,
upgrades, and maintenance for our entire campus, including all our buildings
and grounds. This campus is a resource we need to be good stewards of as we
seek to engage our community in service to Christ. Thank you for your
continued generosity and prayer as we move forward. As we enter 2026, and
move beyond 300 years into what God’s future is for us as a ministry, we know

God will provide the gifts necessary to honor the call to discipleship.

@ Support Girl Scout Troop 247 — Fall Mum Sale! @
Troop 247 is holding our annual fall mum sale from August 5 to September 4
P Order here: hitps://bit.ly/247mums

Pick up your mums on September 20 or choose delivery for added

convenience!

Q Want to support us but don't need mums at home? You can donate
amum (or three!) to a local residential care facility—a simple act of kindness
that brings joy to others.

To keep up with our latest adventures and upcoming fundraisers, “like” us on
Facebook: Girl Scout Troop 247 or htips://bit.ly/girlscout247
Thank you for helping us grow strong, explore the world, and give back to our
community!

Wreaths Across America

It is time! It is time to think about our second annual Wreaths Across America
event. Wreaths Across America 2024 honored three million veterans
nationwide with remembrance wreaths at 4,909 participating locations. Deep
Run placed 68 wreaths in our cemetery. This year, Wreaths Across America
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will be held on Saturday, December 13, 2025. A special service will be held

at 11 a.m. in Hoopes Hall followed immediately by the placing of wreaths in

the cemetery. We need to have wreaths sponsored by members and friends.
The website below will take you directly to the Deep Run page. You can place

your wreath requests for any number of wreaths and make your donation
payment directly online. Please contact Deb Walters for assistance
at debwalters1256@gmail.com or 215-257-8423.

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/180114/Qverview/?relatedid=0

Worship with us every Sunday at 10 a.m. in our
sanctuary or livestream from anywhere.

Please make any future submissions to the Deep Runner by the 20" of each
month for the following month’s issue. All submissions should be sent to
pastorcynthia@pcdeeprun.org. Thank you.

The Presbyterian Church of Deep Run
16 Irish Meetinghouse Road
Perkasie, PA 18944
215-249-3689
www.pcdeeprun.org  Follow us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube channel

office@pcdeeprun.org

RULING ELDERS

BOARD OF DEACONS

2025 Barbara Davey(Personnel) Sharon Butler
Todd Hurley (Finance) Barb Lammert
Carol Schmitt (Mission) Eric Power
Patti Skow (Worship) Jen Schmitt

2026 Mary Lou Barlieb (Worship) Owen Barker
Linda Davis (Nursery School) Denise Maclntyre
Meg Magovern (Youth Ministry) Laura Mill
Jennifer Spear (Comm. Outreach) Tom O’Connor

2027 Paul Bean (Property) Lynne Hager
Leslie Collins (Children’s Ministry) Kim Musser
Erin Reichert (Technology) Matt Phelan
Bob Williams (Adult Spiritual Dev.) Dot Tenley
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